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persuaded that these grotesque ornaments add grace
to their appearance, and win for them respect.

When the Illinois are not engaged in war or in
hunting, their time is spent either in games, or at
feasts, or in dancing. They have two kinds of
dances; some are a sign of rejoicing, and to these
they invite the most distinguished women and young
girls; others are a token of their sadness at the
death of the most important men of their Tribe. It
is by these dances that they profess to honor the
deceased, and to wipe away the tears of his rela-
tives. All of them are entitled to have the death of
their near relatives bewailed in this manner, provided
that they make presents for this purpose. The
dances last a longer or shorter time according to the
price and value of the presents,—which, at the end
of the dance, are distributed to the dancers. It is
not their custom to bury the dead; they wrap them
in skins, and hang them by the feet and head to the
tops of trees.

When the men are not at games, feasts, or dances,
they remain quiet on their mats, and spend their
time either in sleeping or in making bows, arrows,
calumets, and other articles of that sort. As for the
women, they work from morning until evening like
slaves. It is they who cultivate the land and plant
the Indian corn, in summer; and, as soon as winter
begins, they are employed in making mats, dressing
skins, and in many other kinds of work,—for their
first care is to supply the cabin with everything
that is necessary.

Among all the Tribes of Canada, there is not one
that lives in so great abundance of everything as do
the Illinois. Their rivers are covered with swans



